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November 23, 2020  

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update  

    

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan reported 58 cases of COVID-19 on Saturday, November 

21st in Antrim (15), Charlevoix (17), Emmet (11), and Otsego (15) counties, and 2 new COVID-19 associated 

deaths in Charlevoix (1) and Emmet (1) counties. On Sunday, November 22nd, we reported 48 cases of 

COVID-19 in Antrim (11), Charlevoix (12), Emmet (12), and Otsego (13) counties. Today we are reporting 

19 new cases in Antrim (2), Charlevoix (6), Emmet (3), and Otsego (8) counties. Case investigation and 

contact tracing are in progress, and relevant information will be shared when it is available.  

 

As of tomorrow, our reporting of COVID-19 cases to the public will be changing to minimize confusion and 

to better align with reporting on the MI Safe Start Dashboard where pandemic risk indicators are typically 

calculated using the combined number of confirmed and probable cases. With the wider use of a variety 

of testing methodologies, including rapid antigen testing, as well as the more frequent reporting of 

symptoms by close contacts, we are seeing more probable cases than ever before. A probable case is 

defined as either an individual who has been epidemiologically linked with a positive case and has 

developed symptoms, or someone who has received a positive antigen test result. Many of these probable 

cases are tested and become confirmed cases and it becomes difficult to represent this information clearly 

on our website.   

 

For all of these reasons, tomorrow we will start reporting total COVID-19 cases which will include the total 

of confirmed and probable cases rather than displaying these categories separately. When compared to 

the MDHHS dashboard, this number will align with the number of probable and confirmed cases displayed 

as a total. Our team continues to work as quickly as possible to meet the case investigation demand that 

comes with increased cases in our jurisdiction. 

 

"Today we released a local Public Health Advisory to reiterate the importance of safety measures, most 

of which were outlined in the latest epidemic orders from MDHHS. We have already slowed the spread of 

COVID-19 once before, and we know that taking the appropriate steps now will help us to again slow and 

prevent further spread," said Lisa Peacock, Health Officer. “We are constantly re-evaluating the 

presentation of our data for the community to ensure it is as complete as possible while remaining easy 

to understand. We hope that these new changes, which align some of the categories of data, will help 

everyone to better understand the overall impact of COVID-19 in our communities.” 

 

Today we are reporting case investigation information for 68 COVID-19 cases. All 68 cases are being 

reported in our jurisdiction. The following information is from case investigations completed from 

November 19th.   

• All 68 cases are primary residents  

• Age:   

o 0-12 years – 1 case 
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o 13-19 years – 7 cases  

o 20-29 years – 10 cases  

o 30-39 years – 8 cases  

o 40-49 years – 5 cases  

o 50-59 years – 12 cases  

o 60-69 years – 13 cases  

o 70-79 years – 3 cases  

o 80-89 years – 7 cases 

o 90-99 years – 2 cases 

• Symptomatic: 60 cases; Asymptomatic: 7 cases; Unknown at the time of this report: 1 case 

• 6 cases linked to travel either into or out of the area as reported during their case investigation  

• 4 cases are currently or were hospitalized 

• Over 165 total close contacts identified, notified, and instructed to quarantine 

 

As of 4 pm, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting:  

• Positive COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 324, Charlevoix – 448, Emmet – 806, 

Otsego – 602 

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 111, Charlevoix – 168, Emmet – 

223, Otsego – 214 

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim – 4, Charlevoix – 6, 

Emmet – 27, Otsego – 16 

The State of Michigan is reporting 314,216 cases and 8,543 deaths; and as of November 20th, cumulative 

recovered cases: 152,267. 

 

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department jurisdiction by liking and following 

our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a testing facility, visit the 

Michigan COVID-19 Test Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 pandemic indicators, visit 

the MI Safe Start Map website. 
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